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August 7, 2009  BOARD MATTER G 
 
 
ACTION:   Final approval of eligible capital projects as certified to the Board in 

countywide consensus lists submitted to the Office of State Lands and 
Investments. 

 
 
AUTHORITY:  Laws 2008, Chapter 48, Sections 328(a)(v)(f)(g)(h) and (j) and 

329(a)(v)(f)(g)(h) and (j), and SLIB Rules for Chapter 26.  
 

ANALYSIS: 
 
On March 5, 2008 Governor Freudenthal signed into law the General Government 
Appropriations Bill passed by the Wyoming Legislature. [Senate File 1 (Enrolled Act 23) found at 
Chapter 48 in the Session Laws of Wyoming, 2008].  Sections 328 and 329 of this legislation 
contain provisions for county block grants for local governments for capital projects.  Pursuant to 
the Board’s Chapter 26 Rules and Regulations local governments in Hot Springs, Laramie, 
Niobrara, Park, Washakie and Weston counties have submitted certified countywide consensus 
lists or letters for the Board’s consideration and approval at today’s meeting. 
 
These counties have discussed and agreed upon allocations from their block grants in 
consensus lists outlining their capital projects in a priority manner on a countywide basis.  The 
Board of County Commissioners along with seventy percent (70%) of each of these counties 
incorporated population has certified the same to our office for the Board’s review.  Staff has 
determined that the consensus lists received were properly signed and certified.  Staff has also 
reviewed each county’s consensus list, project summaries and supporting information for 
eligibility.  The purpose of today’s meeting is for the Board to approve consensus list projects 
assuming certification and project eligibility requirements have been met. 
 
The Hot Springs County consensus list seeks approval of six (6) substitute county consensus 
projects supported with project summaries.  At the Board’s last meeting on June 4, 2009 Hot 
Springs County fully obligated its county consensus block grant allotment for the current 
biennium.  The substitute projects pending Board approval today are contingency projects to the 
priority capital projects previously approved by the Board in Hot Springs County. 
 
In the course of staff review of the Hot Springs County consensus list staff questioned the 
eligibility of two (2) of the county’s substitute projects as eligible capital projects as defined in 
the Board’s Chapter 26 Rules and Regulations.  In turn, staff made telephone contact with 
Charles P. Meyers, CEO, Hot Springs County Memorial Hospital concerning two (2) of the 
Hospital’s three (3) listed substitute projects.  Staff sought more information as to the Hospital’s 
Omnicell Pharmacy Distribution System and the Hospital’s Disaster Recovery – Backup solution 
using Unitrends Rapid Recovery Solutions.  Mr. Meyers informed staff that the Omnicell system 
is a stand-alone piece of equipment not physically annexed to the hospital itself.  Mr. Meyers 
agreed with staff that this piece of equipment is not a “Capital Project” as defined in the Board’s 
Chapter 26 Rules and Regulations.  [Rules and Regulations, State Loan and Investment Board, 
Chapter 26, Section 2(b)]  Mr. Meyers then informed staff that the project listed as “Disaster 
Recovery” is actually a piece of hardware for data recovery and backup.  Again, Mr. Meyers 
agreed with staff that this project is not a “Capital Project” as defined in the Board’s Chapter 26 
Rules and Regulations cited above.  In both instances Mr. Meyers informed staff of his desire to 
remove these two (2) projects from the substitute list submitted through the Hot Springs County 
Consensus List process.        
 
The Laramie County consensus list sets forth four (4) priority projects supported with project 
summaries.  Two (2) listed projects are for the purchase of emergency fire trucks, another is for 
a county fair building and another is for a daycare building in the Town of Pine Bluffs.    Staff 
has reviewed the project summaries and found that they are eligible capital projects as defined 
in the Board’s Chapter 26 Rules and Regulations.  Board approval of these projects would leave 
Laramie County an available balance of $564,714 for additional capital projects from its county 
consensus block grant for the current biennium.      
 
The Niobrara County consensus list sets forth a single additional priority project for the Town of 
Van Tassell.  Consensus approved funding is for a remodel of the Town Hall for the Town of 
Van Tassell.  Staff has reviewed the project summary and found the project to be an eligible 
capital project as defined in the Board’s Chapter 26 Rules and Regulations.  Board approval of 
this project would leave Niobrara County an available balance of $589,300 for capital projects 
from its county consensus block grant for the current biennium. 
 
The Park County consensus list sets forth a single additional priority project for the Clark Fire 
Protection District.  The District’s project is the building of a new fire station.  Staff has reviewed 
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the project summary and found the project to be an eligible capital project as defined in the 
Board’s Chapter 26 Rules and Regulations.  Board approval of this project would leave Park 
County an available balance of $1,201,572 for capital projects from its county consensus block 
grant for the current biennium. 
 
During the application review week of July 20 – 24, 2009 staff received a telephone call from a 
concerned citizen regarding the Clark Fire Protection District’s project.  Succinctly, the caller 
stated that she and others were concerned that the District did not incorporate energy efficiency 
considerations into the plans for its new fire station.  The caller was told that she and others 
were welcome to reduce their concerns to writing via a letter, fax or e-mail and she was given 
the necessary information to do so.  [Telephone call handled by Robert Tompkins, OSLI]  Thus, 
there may be correspondence or persons in attendance or both wishing to express their 
concerns with this project at today’s meeting.   
 
The Washakie County consensus list contains ten (10) projects which staff has reviewed and 
determined to be eligible capital projects.  There are, however, problems with two (2) of the ten 
(10) projects in other respects.  Both projects are in the Town of Ten Sleep.  The first problem 
concerns the Town’s listing of its water and sewer project.  The project description for this 
project is substantially the same as projects for which the Town previously received funding 
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 2009 at the Board’s special 
meeting on May 12, 2009.  Staff followed up with both the Town and the Town’s engineering 
firm and determined that this project description is in error.  Staff has permitted the Town and its 
engineering firm until today’s meeting to amend its project description and to secure the 
necessary local vetting through the consensus process in Washakie County.  Thus, this item will 
likely come before the Board today as a walk-in matter. 
 
Staff also has concerns with the Town of Ten Sleep’s Park Activities Expansion project.  First, 
the narrative does not indicate the amount of property adjacent to the Town’s existing park that 
it wishes to purchase.  More importantly, the Town did not support its Application Summary 
Form with an appraisal of the adjacent property for reimbursement purposes.  Costs for real 
property in excess of current fair market value are ineligible project costs.  [Rules and 
Regulations, State Loan and Investment Board, Chapter 26, Section 5(b)(x)]  Thus, the Town 
understands that it must have the adjacent property appraised to establish its fair market value 
for grant reimbursement purposes.  This item will also likely come before the Board today as a 
walk-in matter.   
 
Weston County, with consensus support from the Town of Newcastle, has submitted a letter 
requesting to expand the scope of its Mallo Camp consensus list project approved by the Board 
on August 7, 2008.  Succinctly, the expanded scope of this project is to address fire safety code 
violations from excess grant funds remaining from the original grant award entitled “Mallo Camp 
Cabin & Shower House Replacement Project.”  [MRG-09253]  Staff has reviewed the project 
summary and found that most aspects of this project are an eligible capital project.  Those 
aspects of this project deemed by staff to be routine maintenance and repair and ineligible for 
grant funding are items #5 and #8 of the State Fire Marshall’s Office Fire Code Violation Notice.  
[See attached e-mail from Robert Tompkins, OSLI, to the Weston County Clerk’s Office dated 
June 30, 2009]  
 
Staff will report to the Board at today’s meeting as to whether any consensus list applicants are 
ineligible pursuant to the Board’s Rules for “Grant Eligibility.”  [Emergency Rules and 
Regulations, Chapter 26, Section 5(a)]  This rule requires that applicants must be in compliance 
with statutory requirements of the Department of Revenue and reporting requirements with the 
Department of Audit to be eligible for grant assistance.       
 
 
DIRECTOR’S RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Except as noted in the paragraph that follows, the Director recommends Board approval of the 
priority and substitute capital projects listed on certified countywide consensus lists submitted 
for today’s meeting from the following counties:  Hot Springs, Laramie, Niobrara, Park, 
Washakie and Weston. 
 
Projects not recommended for Board approval at this time are:  In Hot Springs County, two (2) 
substitute projects, namely: “Pharmacy Distribution System” and “Disaster Recovery – Data” 
and in Washakie County the Town of Ten Sleep’s Water and Sewer Project and its Park 
Activities Expansion Project.  The Town of Ten Sleep will likely provide the Board an alternative 
water project and an appraisal to support its Park Activities Expansion Project which may result 
in eligible project determinations at today’s meeting.   
 
 
BOARD ACTION:              




















































