August 10, 2017

BOARD MATTER J-1

ACTION:

Consider one application for funding from the Court Security
Grant Program

AUTHORITY:

2014 HEA 41, Section 328
2015 HEA 56, Section 328

ALTERNATIVES:

Approve or Deny Grant Request

BACKGROUND:
The Court Security Funding Program was authorized and funded with $6 million during
the 2014 Budget Session of the Wyoming Legislature (2014 Wyo. Sess. HEA 41, Section
328). The 2014 legislation created the Court Security Funding Program and authorized
the State Loan and Investment Board (Board) to issue grants to Fremont and Sweetwater
County only for court security improvements including the purchase of security equipment
within courthouses or construction or modification of facilities. The 2014 legislation
requires equal amount of matching funds from a non-state source for Fremont and
Sweetwater County.
The Board was required to make their funding decisions for Fremont and Sweetwater
County based on the following:
1. Imposition of local taxes;
2. Demonstration of previous financial commitment to court security initiatives;
3. Adaption of a complete operational plan for court security in accordance with court
security commission standards;
4. Demonstration of need for facilities, including additional judicial resources as
determined by the Supreme Court’s Weighted Caseload studies; and,
5. Recent and serious security breaches or issues which cannot be adequately
addressed by available county funds or resources.
During the 2015 General Session (see attachment), the Wyoming Legislature amended
the program to increase funding by $1,083,422 and authorize the Board to award
additional court security grants for the following eight counties: Platte, Goshen, Niobrara,
Albany, Big Horn, Crook, Park, and Weston (2015 Wyo. Sess. HEA 56, Section 328). The
legislation for the additional eight counties removed the five requirements listed above
and states no funding shall be awarded without matching funds provided by the county
from any source. This legislation also details the amount available for each of the eight
counties as well as the amount of match they must provide.
ANALYSIS:
Platte County submitted an application requesting $21,414 in grant funding for their
Improving Court Security at the Platte County Courthouse project. The improvements
include:
 Converting 4 existing doors to Paxton Access control;
 Retrofitting 3 doors that currently do not have access control to the Paxton Access
system; and
 Wire and increase network infrastructure and install all necessary lock components
(see attachment 2).
The County was awarded a $54,552 Courthouse Security grant at the February 4, 2016
SLIB meeting which was matched with $9,381 from its general fund. Additionally, at the
June 2, 2016 SLIB meeting the County was awarded a $7,597 Courthouse Security grant.
The match provided for the first grant is the total amount required by 2015 legislation;
therefore no additional match is required. Total court security grant funds available to
Platte County under the 2015 Wyo. Sess. HEA 56, Section 328 is $84,429.
DIRECTOR’S RECOMMENDATION:
The Director recommends that the Board approve funding in the amount of $21,414 for
the Improving Court Security at the Platte County Courthouse project.
BOARD ACTION:

Board Approved
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